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Jough I thall never take dvlig'ht in bein 
cckoned amongſt the Gafle paprers Or Site 
bMlcrsof this Age, yotlamar this time en» 
forced by a more tht ordinary recefiity 
for the defence of my innocency , to make 
alc of a known Righr, that Cuſtome, the 
practice of time, Fath allowed , even from 
the date of Learning, which is by a medei! Anſwer in writing, 
roconfute the calumnics ang peculant reproaches of envious 
Acdvyerſarics ; Ad exempla gitar revicemus,  majorum wvotis 
af crimus Conſactedmem, ' Upon which ground I ſhall procced 
to my Vindication, by the Readers favour , withour any ape 
prehenſion cf fear to be taxed with a proud or fclt concrired 
tingulatity , hoping it will not be accountcd a reaſonleis imie 
tation in me, if I tollow the example of matiy prudent and 
vertuous Ladies, ina moderate dctence void of paſſion and 
uncharitablenc!s, and that my Adverfarics arc not fo incorri= 
gible, bur thatthey may be amended with the lenicives of ſa« 
ber language, without the help of more operative Kemedies g 
for havirg once cleared my felt rothe world , I fhall nor fo 
much ſcek their puniſhment, as teformarion ,- and ſhall take 
Jeſs pleaſure 1n ſtriking them witha rod of Palms, then in af 
jording them undeſerved gentlencfs ; for I ſhall alwayes aps 
prove of that noble /talzar's judgement. who faith, La ford 
dichivince e Coſa human ma laclemenza ai chipardana'e Coſa dts 
Tins. Though my Adverſatics be of the ſharpeſt and moſt clas 
morous ſex, and arc likethe Placentine Advocates, 244 «de@ 
( #8 dicitur) ſubtili pellent ingenio, at judicibus ipſis facile tenebras 
offundaxt , 1 would paſsthem by with that regardicls negle& 
which uſually lifes their contumely , were notthe too facit) - 
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dulity of fome heayy-headed perſons, who are apt prodigally 
tothrow away their belief on weak ſug2cſtions, greaterthea 
their ſubtilcy ; butir being in ehis r-(pe& a necellary duty, 
and for that no duty is more ſtringent to a perſon of innocens 
Cy and generqus fentimncs, then the detence of reputation , 
for, 2ui ſamam negligit , diciiur eradelis (airh the Canonitt, 
And $:. Paul rhe Apaltic laith, E cprd't mikbi magit mori, q4ins 
wt eloriem mean [tis evacuct, Forthele reaſons premited, 1 am 
reſolved to clear my let beyord thete oppolite , ard the 
doubts of all others ia the world , to ſuch as in che perafal 
hereof will make nic of rheir jadgement a: reaſon, ard in my 
progreſs L ſhall not ler lo fe che reins of reaſon at paiſioas im» 
portunity, though I an provoked agove tmagiaation by thoſe 
women, to relcne their 12j1 12s doae unto me at the higheſt 
race, which are greater then any 2thers | ane wirhin the Re. 
giſtry of my ob{crvarion, remenbrance or reading , to have 
been placed on a Lady ot quility, by ary perions of worthy 
ſtore 0: con.{icion, and therefore in: g/r have almoſt lepirimae 
ced impatience, 

Bur ro mike my entrance into this unducrrebing the more 
perſpicuous,) ſh {ul premiſc,as 4 p: oper 424/r9te do, tew confi- 
derations , worthy , as | humbly conceive, to bc raken na» 
tice of. 

Firſt; I have not 122rd char any one man whoſoeyer, nor 
any wominthat is 4cquaiared with me , hath {pokea any oac 
word ro my prejudice, 

Secondly , Thoſe wamen who have op:nzd their black 
mouths , orſh-wel their bad rect againlt me, arc onely 
choſc few who arcnored for their meeting of.entimes at cots 
tain places to nune of thebelt,parpaſes, as I conceive, and 
ſuch as cither would hold up che repute of their leiſined 
vertues , or decayed beauties, by crying them down in 


\pthers, as it chey could reſtore irreparables in chem- 
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(5) 
ſelv:s ; by end:ayouring to deprive others of them! 

Thi:dly, As they donor pretend to have lo much xcquain}] 
tance with me, as che: cby to obſerve any thing of my deport« 

ment, to juſtifie che character they have given of me, fo have 
they not tothis day named any one perton to be their infage 
mer avainkt me, 

Fourthly , Of the many things uttered by them to my diſs 
grace, theie is aut aty 0nc, [0 MUCH 4510 One anſtance ofcxame 
pic verified. 

Fitthly, Thoſc women who know me nor , like Sorcerers; 
who cait 2 m.[t upon the brighteſt morning, darkly and talflp 
infiogate againſt me in doub:tul rerms, thole things whichy 
they dare not expro(s or declare againit me ; tor, 8u6 equives 
fationibus latens Cilamnis, laiit tutiſiime. 

S:xthly, Theieis authing char chey have uttered 2gainkt me 
ia the parucula:s bereatter mentioned , but have and will be 
retured by the irretragable reftimony of thote perſons of cres 
dit who know mr, and will (peak plzialy without cheallay of 
intercſt, and with great reaſon in my viedicartan, uſing ag 
&thcr arguments then (uch as are drawn tro:n the chick induce= 
mcnts of belief, 

Seveuthly , Thoſe Ladies ore not fo learned , nor fo wiſe} 
nor tonoted $.:7 Fol En cruth » ($ that their allergions Can 
pretend (( the g1gnity of Ax19me. 

Eigh:hly , No Yiayiſtrare or Perſon of Hogour hath gives 
any ſhadow of ju{t{Carion , or afforded the leaft colour of al+ 
lowance to their proceedings againſt me, bur on the contri 
ry lave wondered therear , not withour diſtaſt and deteſt» 
10n, 

Theſe Obſervations premifed , I am now ready toenceune 
ter my furious Adverlarics in the very front of oppoſition, 
with purpole torcteltevery of their conſiderable Objettions, 
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119921 to be unintwcrcd, I defire ft may 
(0 222 Weaknels of iy memory, then their 
ſtrength, Asfor fome of tht; Io(F-r Obs Gions, L hill onic 
to mention them acre, cirher our of comply In to ciacir (ime 
plicicy, or of co3:2mprt 051Þ ix weakne:Tess 
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Licke Ladies, inthe ficft place , with inreat to jaſti fie rhe 
reſt of their {ucce. 0178 bijutics, and to giveciedic ro whatill 
reports may Cexlity 52 bulizved on that account, have pub- 
licxly repa;ted meco boa Scage-player , but without 1ny co» 
lour of proof, | have read, tha: when no proof is offered of 
an Qojz2191 , tan aftnple Denial is Solucion enough, Y -t 
for Aniwer herennto, I (ay, that were I a Sr2ge-player , or fo 
oreat a Player at Dice, as ſync of choſe Lidies are, or 21ens« 
tettainer of {ach as ule that game, I could not wonder that 
they (19L!d be thereby animaced with hopes of impunity , to 
endeavour prejudice to my reputation by never ſo notorious 
falſhoods, for ] have obſerved within the view I have taken 
of che Civil Law (iphercunto, as allo untorhe moſt eminent 
Profeſſors thereof , and particularly to one above the reſt , I 
do and {ill alwayes bear a great reſpet ) that Ales 
arorums ſuſceplorihns trjuris damnumgque dalir impune, 
Bar foralinuch as I am nor ſo Themrical as ſome of 
thoſe Ladies are, who frequently ſpend the time in the Play- 
houſe, which theaffairs of their houſhould, or the exerciſe 
of Devotion might have more reaſonably and more profitt- 
bly imploycd cl{ewhere,and that they fail in thevery art 0: 11- 
Juring me lawfully, nor did I ever in my lifecread ona Stige, 
nor was Leyer acquainted with , or allied to any Stag*-p/ay» 
ers, or ſo much as a Goffip ta any of them, nor am [ by Law, 
Quality or diſpoſition of mind liable to ſuſt1in injuries with- 
ot, due reſearments in my ſelf, or the endeavour of having 
due puniſhment inflited upon the Authourgof them. -T ſhall 
_Eivctheſc Ladics to underſtand , thatchough I have hirherto 
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42 
proceeded as leiſurely, as the Knights of the Band are to 
walk by the Rulcs of their G:der, that juſtice to be admie 


niſtred thorely againſt them, as reporters of falſe news , will 
free me from this their lying impuration, and make them 
ſuſpcacd in what they ſhall report herez{rer againſt me. This 
I ſhall be forc't unto in due time, for tr are them roo Tong 
ina caſcof this nature, would be a criminal indulrcnce, an 
a ſhrinking from the due maincenance of my Honour, witch 
I am bound to uphold. In the moan tim If aſl leave ir co 
the filent admiration of all ſober perſons, how that 2nv fancy 
could be ſo wildc, as to think the WO! vl can be poriwva- 
ded to belicve, that a perſon of alecnaons Ldvcation 


and Condi:ion, ſhould turn a Stage-player, they { : 
to have made their ſtorics more curtanty, have imirired 
Heliodors , wo thou2n a fabulous Writcr , as PFechastivs 
{aith of mm, Coratur tamen ſcrivere t CC (GHETH 71 i mlline, I icy 
ſhould firſt of all have per {wadcd the world, tharT was nor 
deſcended from , nor allicd to che moſt He: ono! r2ble and 11» 
Iuſtrious Family delaTorrein Y enice, 2nd tothe Noble Fane 
lics of Genona, where my Mother yer lives in ah opulenc Cone. 
dition, being the Wite of one of the States of Cereoa, oro 
I had leſs to my Portion then three or four thouſand pounc 

which ſumme TI brought in Marriageto my Husband, who is 
the Son ot an anci:nt Noble man , and none of the lareit 
Earls of this Kingdom, or that we were deſtitute of means to 
ſupport out Quality and Degrce, all which ifthey had d done, 
they might have had more hopes to be believed; ur ſome 
gueſs, their purpoſes were to gr atilie the Genius of this City 
of Dublin with ſome report of News, th ugh Never ſo foreign 
from Truth, as thinking perhaps it was , as Gaizd {yes of 
England in his rime, Semper aliquid andire  volens, L ly, fome 
lake ft ar been too bulic in i invcnting or reciting this 
"+ SNP ave at laſt {0 much ingenuity ro acknowledg,char 
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im fiot guilty thereof, This Calumny therefore which was 
laid onme, as anargum-nrt to induce the belief of other un- 
truths, having loſt its force by a toral evacuntion, I ſhull en» 
deavourto {hitter rch2 whole ſupzrſtrut we, wich confidence, 
chatmy Read-r will allow reaſon 12 matters of this nature 
ro be the Grand Parron of belicf , _ and that the lowineſs of 
ah ungrounded clamaur ought notto. prevail agatntt che calm 
xcalon of a modeſt anſwer. 

0bjefi. 2. 1a thenex: placeit is obje32d againſt m2 by thoſe 
Lidics , Thc a certain Learned Peifon is civilly treated by 
me when he comes to vilte me, 

Anſe, For Anlwer h:rcanto,, Tfay, Thuthe malice of 
tholc L:dizs ( for ſo they would all be called ) is as fricad- 
ly to m{inefte2R,. asit was miſc levous 1n their intentions, 
zjnaſomach , tht thcir decraction (<cms as i: were luborn's £9 
commend their enemy ; tor it hereby rath-r proves me civil, 
then convinces cicher of us guilty of {11. Bat, itih their way 
of reaſoning, they will inter trom the adcmicrance of cival Vi- 
fits an inclination to, or gultiacls of inm deſty, I muſt aveds 
ſay, that accu;dingrio my Logick , which is as artifi-ial as 
zheirs, it is ac00 violent aid Fric'd co ifeq rence, unlels they 
will contels, that the mach more frequent viſits which they 
geccive daily from younger Gentlemen , and of lcls Rot bes 
hayiour, may render th-mſclves j iltly (uſpet:d of wharriiey 
would ſeem to charge me with. . Again, I appeal co feyerzl 
of the ſaid Ladies , whether the ſame Gentleman hatch not 
bcen admirted toas private tamiliarities , and frequent cons 
yerſe with them as ever he had wich inz. Ilathenexr place, [ 
Mall refer rhe Conhi {eration hereof ro che whole Circy and 
Kingdom, waere hb: hath thined from ais infancy hichzcto, as 
an llluſtrious Eximole of refi1ed morality, and an extragrdi- 
- Aly 2ravity, wich hath readred his Company always ac», 
p<puable ro tae gravet and maſk vertugus of both Sexcgyy 
| Cc 
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whetcfoever he refided, And whe.cfore I ſhould be'accoutits 
ed a» Hereroclite in moralitic, by conforming to the rule ati 
exin ple cf the Beſt, { ſhall cave to the adwiration of all judi- 
cious perſons , whoſe ears are nor ſtuffe with obſtructive pre» 
judice , who will cafily procounce , [that thisargumentivas 
light as the breath thar tramed ir.” Much more may be faidin 
-Anſwer hereunto , but having (tid fo much alteady, [ ſhall 
reſolve vgainſt needlſs amplifications , which are but reſti- 
monies of oftcaration , or at the moſt but explctivesro fill up 
the place of argumenrs.. Lhal} onely acd this Conkideration, 
That theſe Ladies ſei] rheir own doings with the Signature of 
approbation, and brand mine with a mark of diflike., 'whilft 
wedo the very tame things., which I cinnot conceive tobe 
agreeable ro the rules ot decency, ofcivildeportment, orvf 
juſtice; for though thcy be tiled a Convention, they have 
not authority ſufficient co bring their judgement into credit 
againſt this tranſcendant rule ot Nature, 2aod 17bi fiert non vis, 
alteri uefecerss ; for their jurildittion being bur a ulurpationyit 
is a\incompetent aSthkeir debates have been imperrtinent, 'Pi- 
nally , where the judgement of a Courr is covered with »the 
vcil ofa black hood , it is no wonder it the Sentence be errg= 
neous. 

Thenext ObjcAion againſt me, 1s, That T havepraRiſed 
witchcraft to gain ſomeends on the Perſon above-mentioncd, 
I ſhould look vpon this ObjeRion as a marter. of infinite 
amazement , were I nor iflured that it proceeded onely from 
the tancy of them, who ule to be afflicted witch their own 
dreams, as taking them for divine advertifements, -and who 
are daily troubled with Chimera's , like thoſe of the Alum» 
bradoes of Spain , which have no! beeing bur-in the monſtrous 
compotition of wilde-and diftempered brains, infeQedwith 

*a diabolical malice-and envy , which by Gogularity <t denb- "lt 
minarionzis eltedrheSinotche Devil, - LY 
| | bÞ Ic 
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Teis:my happineſs, and I heartily render thanks to Gol for 
It; all cars that have heard this, report are not {o credulous, as 
the tongues of that builic Siſterhood are licentious, .yer [ 
ſhill neverthcl. ſs lay ſumcthiog ia anſ{wer to this Obj-Fion, 
whereby ic will appear, thi Iam rathi r if rad, to be pitt» 
ed, for bcing cauſtcfly. loaded with proplianc caluiny , - then 
erubeſcends, tob: purto ſhime, for any chi'g ot guilt they 
can truly charge upon me of this kinde, And let che wo ld 
fi ſt judge ., according toirs common apprehcntion of things, 
whether moſt of my. Advertartes, have nor more likely iea« 
tures in their faces of ſuch internal intclligencers , and more 
Signatuies of wrinkled Old Age, the moſt uſual chariQciie 
ſticks of Wi:ches, then any they can diſcern in me, who have 
nor yet.compleated the. 24th. year of ny Age, Thh premie 
- ſed to the.conlideration- of the world, I (hall now w:tt: a 
wotd or two by way of Introductionto the underſtanding of 
the nature of Magick and Wicchcratc, though I (hall not pre- 
tend tothe abilicy of handliny irlearnedly ; for, Ma2us que 
F#rittor, eo deteflabilior , which done, I (hill cace- in'o 2 more 
perſ{picuous path forthe clearing of my lelt briefly, with: ut 
briuging my Self or the Readers inzo the. circles of tedious 
Diſcourſes. As for Magick, and all other Arts of that pernt- 
ciouskinde,, the invention whereof is aſcribed to Zoroaſtres 
the King of the BadFrians ,, who wrote much thereof, I muſt 


= Mther refer it tothe invention of the Devil, for no man cow'd 


{ Have invented ſo much miſchicf,- who had nor the Devil tor 
His Tutour., for theſe works do far excced hamane vnder- 
. Randing, as appears inthe Canon Law, 26 q. 2. cap. 2ui fp. 
. we. Salvatore, where it is ſaid » Zac wanites mazicarium aritum es 
| one maloruws Augtlorum in tots orve terra um plarims [e- 
t. Therefore I am of opinion, that Zeroaftres is [aid 
iayentour of thoſe Arts, not in a ſtrict ſenſ*, hee 


i found hem out , þut becauſeke firſt received 
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them by tradition from the.Devil, and committed "them to 
writing,and raught them to other men, ſo that Iam none of 
thoſc who deny Wirches or Witchcraft, but of the number of 
thule who make the Devil the authour of all Witchcraft and 
F-ſ{ciraczons. And though the ſeveral Liws of the Code, 
under this title, De Maleficu & Mathematics , are conceived 
onely in the maſculine Gender, I conceive they arc to be Cx» 
tended unto, and do comprehend the teminine Gender, For 
itis a rnle in that Law, and, as I takcit, in Divinity allo,that 
a maſculine pronounced in a marter i- different roman or wo- 
man, doth comprehend the feminine, f* De v3rborum ſignifice« 
t#-me. $0 that I hall gr inc, thar there are women of chat Dias 
bolical Art, torchough the ſaid Law of rhe Code doth ex+ 
pre(s ſuch perſons in the maſcnline Gender , yet I obſerve, 
th.t the Gloſſ.7tes*, and molt Authours: who have written on 
thit Subject, do ſpeak moſt of all in the teminine Gender, not 
becauſe the teminine,, contrary to the fore-mentioned Liw, 
doth comp:chend the maſculine, but becauſe theſe Arts arc 
oftcner tound 1n the practice of women then of men., which 
ſomea' gue from the enſuing creaſe ns, 

Fi ff, Women having les experience and learning then 
mcn, aic more prone to believe, whereby they are moree-fi- 
ly Cecciver!, according to that itite ſaying, 2ueſacite credit, 

acile decipitnr, | 

Sccondly , Women abound in curioſity , -anddeſire the 
knowlcdye of fvch rhings asleaſt appertain rothem.; and it is 
well known, that curioſity is a great diſpoſirion ro Suprrſti» 
tion and Wuchcr:fr, And, toralimuch as, this, for the moſt 
parr,is the more fimple icx., the Levil otren deceivesthem, 
ſab ſpecie ref7h, a 

Thirdly, Women ore of the ſofter complexion; which ren- 
ders:hem the moreeatic to rake impreſſion fromevil ſpirits. 
and, even as when, they azCinſtructed and goyernal by ggs 
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(12) 
ſpirics, they b2E:megreat examples af virtue and devotion z | 
ſo when they yield co the ſuggeſtions of the Devil, they be« 
come the worſt of creatures ; tor, Ng» eff malitsa ſuper nequie 
tam mile mulicry, 

Fourthly, Tae frailcy of woman is greater thea that of 
man; wherefore the Devil, eyen ia the beginaiag, laid lizge 
to Eve, and drew her to (in 

Fifchly , Thiv ſex catertaining diſlike or hutred agzint any 
perſone, {ivells highcr in excels ot anger, with ſharper refol.;. 
t10Ns of reyeng2?, then ordinarily men do, but being weak in 
power. And, teraſmuch as, V4» et finc viribus ire, the Devil 


| having obrained fo fairan advantage, offers opportunities uf 


revenge,and promiſeth the help ot ins aſi ince, 

Sixthly, Many wamen ar? pulilanimous, ana when they 
fall iato firs of {adnets and difaſtcrous diltraQtions, they know 
nat well how to free themſelves from that {tate and conditi- 
on ; and therefore many tim2s remun ſo-long there? , untill 
the Devil may have the advantage of time to tempt and overs 
come them. . 

Seyenthly, Illicerate women are, {or the moſt part, given 
to, too much tarling ; and th2refore it they have learn'cany 
evil Arts, they arc aptto reveal them to their Conſforts, and 
can calily perſ[wade them ro deſire the like knowledye. 

I conteſs., that-l haye made a modeſt and induſtrious in» 
quiſition into the ſecrets af Nuture, - but herein [laboured 
moreto humble my ſelt by {ublime {peculation3, then to ſa- 
tisfe @ vain and pernicious curiofity ; for which reaſon, 
though I have addreſſed my piinful Radics ro the uaderſtind» 
ing of many ancient and modern owns. Kon x yet I never 
had the courage co addi@&my felt io much asto judicial Aſtro» 
logy, though init ſelf lawtul ,- leaſt ic ſhould creace in mea 
&cfre to draw back the impenetrable ;ycil , which hangs bes 
tecen me and forbidden Kaowledgey; for the Caluiſts which 


= 
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Ihvercad, forthe right information 2d due regulation ob 
my Conſcicace, have iufficiently inſt! ut-d me of che danger 
that nay cnſue therefrom , much tclsihen would I condes 
{ce nd cothe beggarly Art of Witchcraft, which is alcogether 
unlawtul. By what hith ben faid itappia's , that I confeſs 
there are Witches , that the invention ot Magick and Wiecht 
Ciaft atctiuly aſcribed to the Devil, thar thceerare womens 
Wi:ches ( I wighthave added , that ſome one or more of 
my Advcrtatics, cicherare $kil'd in rhat hcHith Art, or ze 
leaſt bave made uſe of choſe who exerciſed and protefled che 
like Trade. 1 could alforcelare the curious Queſtions, and res 
port the Anlwers thit have been grven by the ProtAlours of 
that Arr, to one or more of that Siſte. hood ) and chat they 
for the realoas above rehearied, do exceed rhe number of 
men who cxetciſc that Diabolical Art. Bur for my ſelf, I ut- 
terly deny that I did cyer cxercile, or know any thtag of 
V/icchcrafr ; nor can any of my Actions ( chough peihips' 
fartranſceno1iag the capacity ot thoſe Lidics to comprehend 
the motives and torce ofthem ) wirh any colourable reatory 
render mt in rhe leaſt ſuſpected thereof z nor have they, nejd 
thercanthcy alledze any proofthzreot , infomuch, thar rhis 
calumny is tofar trom being bclizved on the evidence of de 
monſtration, th:tir- wants the recommend :tion of probabili- 
ty. Bur if the great fignes of Witches beto have no meafure 
ot their hatred, nor no end of their malice,, which commons: : 
ly ſcnds ignorant women, ( anJfuch are moſt of char Stſters 
hood ) to revenge, which makes them otcen conſule with 
the D-vil, who perfwades them upon luch occaſions to be 
Wirchcs, Whothen are more in reaſon to be tuſpected of 
Wucheraft, they, who with infinite hatred, ' and the long 
continued ſeries of a moſt malicious: profecurion, ariſing 
from no knowncaule or provocation by me given unto then, 
nor any Concerament of cheirs ia the late debate of things 
LETT? on IO IS 1s have - 
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have afflicted me inceſſantly , or I, whoin this ai Houhave 
uſcd n» other guard agtiuſt them, then innocency , puti+ 
eace , and my gaily prayers to Almighty Gad, to rig'1t me, 
and pirdon th.m , as knaw:ng , that a {.naificd affliction 
is betrer then t11umphing impi-ty , 2nd thar in19cency is al. 
waycsb<clt, chvazh fom-runcsuntite; as ally char rhe tears 
of iy yad-<l[erved atfiction, will in the end prove tweeter 
then che immericed Trophies of their bacbarous and unhe 'r4 
of evcnge*, p:oiccured by ſuch means as were never uſed 
before, by womea of quauity or pradence, inſoinach, that 
all hey , who have beca verſed inchole rules, which may 
ſerve ro condutus throvgh the pra tical intercoarles of this 
lite, ſtind amized, 1s being unevle ro parallel chem oat of rhe 
Hiſtorics of necr Scythians and Barbarians. 

Agun, Ic is ordinary. with Negromancers and Witchcs to 
raiſe illuſtons and p'anral ns inft-ad of realities: S » <AHpot- 
lonivs made Achilles appear in his Tem w-lve tot high: 
$antibaremw (h:werh to Baline the fol of his fon Cons 
Fantine, lamiicas made t> appear in Syrta rwo fizures of 
little children like Caprds, 1'l wich had nothing of res 
ality , bur were mcer Specires, Even {ſv thile Lidies are 
not oncly content to corrupt ome truths with many pere 
fidious prevarications , bur repreſcat thinzs elrogerher 
falſe under the colour of truth , which is the more dizs 
bolicle Speire, by how much rh2 more ir te1erh to 
wrong an inavcent Stranger , nay, theſe Lidies , for 
roof of thrir $kill, end{-avour ro repreſent thine as rea» 
mY which contradits common ſenſe, as will appear by 
that, whici is the, mittcr of my nexr enqui:y , 1nt9 the 
reaſons wherefore, an! the mcans whereby I ſho»ull be 
thought ro have cxerci ed Witchcraft, to work out lome de- 
figas of mine onthe abaye-meniiuntd Pelon, 
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Ir cannot'be thought that I ſhould ufe Witcherafe to 
create an affection 1n him towards me, or to increaſe it; 
for it-is wcll known, -that almoſt at our fiſt interview, 
even betvie I could well- pals the tormalicties of beco- 
ming a Witch, we had a high eſftcem and affcRion for 
one arother, and fcttled upon {ich folid grounds of vir 
tue, thar they are as unaltetable as they -are uublames 
ablc. 

Nor can it be ſuppoſed , that I ſhould endeavour to 
ſqueeze out of hin any part of his goods or eſtate by 
Witchciafc, or other baſe mcans, much below me to 
think of; I ſhould rather, hid TI chat Art, uſe it to 
thole who have grcarer eſtares , and Iſs Charge to mains 
tzin, Whit orhcer cnes | could have to bewitch one I 
honour ſo much, others may gnefſ*, Bur I know nor, 

As tor-the means wuted ro b-witch him, I hear no 
other alledgcd ,-then my giving him a Ring with a Greet 
Poſic io it. Fuſt, I anſwer, as in the prelence of Gud, 
That I never knew that he had a Ring with a Greek Pos 
fie, Secondly , ,That. | never give him any Ring. at 
all, 

In the next-pl:'ce, Ir is a3 groundlfly reported by 
ſome of thoſe Lagics, as it was malijcicuſly invented by 
otiiers of them, Thar | am a common Liar , which vere 
It a ue allegation, it might cofily be proved, becauſe 
things that are common, are more cleaily and frequent 
ly obferv-d. Bur T am {> well known to all thoſc Per- 
fons of Qualiry who converſe with me ( who onely are 
compercnt Witnefles. in fuch a Caſe) that IT am rot guilt 
ry hereof, that I may fay to the loudeſt Reporrer ,of 
that untruth, What was given in anſwer by Libanius 10 
Tehkmachw upon the like occaſion , Yelim ego  apud, 1 

; vo wan; 
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' nthdux fe; dum eatert te merdacen effe direre deftaant., 
But to gratihe them by--yiclding ſo much. as I can-#n 
this particular, I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs , That this 
their impuration onely. wants truth to convince me of 
bring a Liar. Again, , $9 conlcicaciouſly have I alwiyes 
conformed my lelf ro the ſpeaking of truth wichourtequi- 
yocation , or mental reſervation, and ſhill alwayes fo 
continue to. do the like, that, as I had rather thele few 
Leaves. were an unwritten Blank then a rude Defence, {o 
alſo that it were anabſolute Contcſlion of Guilr, then aly- 
ing Apology. h 
Thus much may *ufhce in anſiver to this ObjeRion, 
-until-my Adverſaries ſhall inſtance in any one. unrruth char 
+ they ever heard. proceed from my Lips, and if ir ſhill be 
- thought that I have in this, or any vcher-particular pare 
of my Anſwer, faid too much againſt thuſe Ladies ,: I 
wiſh I could: have ſaid no more, thouzh ir be a gicar 
{atistaRion that one of then , who tormerly lifred up her 
voice like a Trumpet, with” loudeſt exclamation againſt 
*.mez is, by denying what ſhe had (aid talſly of me, be- 
come a double liar. 
Bur no more. of exaggeration againſt th:m in- this or 
any other particular; for my chicteſt aim, Gentle Rea» 
' det, is my- own inoffen(ive defence; for which reaſon ale 
'fo , though I want neither information, power, oppartuni« 
ty , nor ſharp provocations, I have not, nor (hall I in 
Me whole Contexture of this Bok, either cauſlefly ob- 
jeR any thing againſt them, or wrongfully detraR from 
them, as they have done from me, bur thill onely call 
them dowa as baſc moneys to their truc valur, nor will [ 
'pive them any new flamp of impreſſion, for the Im ge 
-" md. Suprrſcription 'phicl they ,now .bear'in the Workds 
n ny eltt- 
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; enimatiod} ſufficiently notifie them to be what thep, % 


are, not onely injurious. ro me , but allo as blames* 
. ble for many other things, not mentioned here, as 
they are mainly -culpable of ſeveral of thoſe thiogs 
* which they have falfly objeRed againſt me, If theſe 
-Ladics., in the excerciſe of their Iate aſſumed -authotis 
ty, had regulated their behayiour in this matter , ac« 
cording to the advice and example of a Noble Lady, 
who did not think fit to countenance their aſſembly 
with her - continual preſence; their -paſſions would 


haye moved according to the ſevere aliowance of pru« | 


dedce,: grevity., and piety, and the due proportions 
of provocation -given 'to, or apprehended by: them, 
and they would have * vented themſelves by the ſcaled 
meaſures of Tight-reaſon ; bur not ſubmitting to that 
regulation, they are become, in the "Speniſh Phraſe , 
Jeuge de muchachos ,"a laughing-ſtock of Children, And 
their aRtons , telaring co! me, have not' been watrant+ 
ed in 'any one particular by any *Principle of Picty , 
Rule of Charity, Modcrarion ,. Learning , Prodence , 


or Maxim 'of Policy; if thcy had had a regard to- 


Prudence and' Policy, they-would not have intermeds 
lcd -in this matter farther then the proportion of con- 
ccrn they had therein; for-, Cuips ef immiſcere ſe vei 44 
ſe non pertinenti. It they had been tempered by mode- 
" ration , rhey would not have managed a buſineſs of ſo 
lirtle eoncernment , "extending no farther then to pri- 
vate perſons, with as much vigour of debate and con» 
teſt, as if rhe entire intereſt and propriety of the three 
Nations had been concerned in the”"debate :' if they had 
becn Skilled in Argumentation, they would not have 
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Ebotred fo infer immediate corſtquetices - from - fas 5 
ferchr ſurmiſes, ungrounded rumours, and peeviſhſu« . \ 
ipirions , they wovold not hive repreſented that forres« 
on, which contradias common fernfe, rhiy would * - 
not have ſcrued up every light and temcrary ſuſpirion | 
to the hcizhe. of a violent prefumptian ; nor would + 
they have rhought , thar their own bare reports were 
xa be bclieved "on whe oredir of their proper - Teſt , 
withour farther enquiry and ex1minatign + they would” 
not baye concluded, beeauſe I was civil to a Perſon 
of mcrit and civility , that therefore f had ſubmitred © 
to unchaſte embraces, as it every civil: friend *muſt 
needs be a parrner ia {9.3 or-thar becaute' ctharPurfon 
commended the liberality of Niture and Art, in be- # 
Kowing,01 m2. many gitrs and endowments which they \ 
warited , that - therefore 1 was: deſtitute of 'modeſty , 
and He guilty of a finfuk Converſe with” me. I give 
Þut'a rouch of this matter here, becauſe IThave refer. 
rd it to_the mote ſecure and prudent management of 
my Council, who will proſecute it wirh effe& inthe 
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with no ſmall aſpericies, in thoſe ſtudies , which may 
a5 


' che words of his Latine Tranftitiony. | oe. 
thlonow cu"lge & medicine, Bur lowgh the Repurts "Þ 
(2/* &'vp © -$ \ 0 C'2 100 "Jy | 
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#s the-Kingdom of Heaven ; -and T have alwayes pie: 


ferred the Garland of a ' Marital Chaſtity , betore all 
plictering” favours which can poſſibly flow trom the 
glorious circle of the brighteſt *Imperial Diadem on 


. 'Eaith; nay, I had rather enjoy that virtue, then to 


be crown'd with the Royal Scate, and Imperial Cones 
mand of all che Kingdoms vpon Earth. Nay farther, 
T had rather, were ir not tor the Conjugal ſtate of 


life , whereunto I am bound by the Ordinance of God, 


withdraw my ſelf into the receſs of a Religious Res 
tirement, then converſe with any man- wholocver he 
be, nay, I had rather live chaſtly and innocently in 
the loweſt and. darkeſt dungeon of a melancholy retire- 
ment, then I would conſent to the leaſt propoſal of 
any immodcſt defire, Laſtly, I had rather dic a ſpeedy 
deth , then co continue or prolong life with any dil- 
grace, which/may ſpread ir ſelf with a diffuſive ſtaing 
to the leaſt diſparagement of thoſe Illuſtrivus Familics 
from which'I have deſcended , or whercutito'l have 
the Honour to be related 3 for which ccatons, and'for 
my. own Vindication, I have ditcted a Ikg.'1 procees 
ding againit them for the :clearing of my Repurarion, 
which though moſt render, will bear a Tryal before 
ſo indifferent and leatned a ludge as is the Archbiſhop, 
or - his Chancettour, Some things, I know, are © 
eender in their own nature, as if they be "once Wulli» 
ed, they are hardly capable of waſhing :-as for xs 


emplc, Gower es which , as Caviceess (aith, 
lofeth- irs vireuc in waſhing ; and cherefore he faith in 
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tip. of a Lidy be tender in irr {clf, and requires mas: 
ny nice rules and. mſtruRions for, its Vindication, I; 
ſhall, with very much. confidence, rcly on the Iudges... 
and. Advocates for the, manzgemenc, of my. Defeace , - 
and the clearing of my; Repuration., which will aci> 


ther ſhiink, nor lolc irs. virgue in tlie, waſhing, - 


Buz..to return from whence I have a little digreſled, .. 


T muſt needs ſay., That.if [ had been guilty of ſome 
of thoſe enormitics above-mentioned , jt was no argu- 


ment of their prudence to; urge them publickly- agaiaſt- - 


me; for it their- memories had been. ſo: officious cg 
them , as. to retain- 4. tepreſcatation of what they have 
done themſelves, and whereof rhey are guilty , they 
would. wiſcly have ſpared- me. for at lcaſt ſome of their 


own. ſakes; much. leſs dath ir. becqme, them ,; whoſe 
roofs-are covered with brittle Glaſs, to throw Rones. 
| at the more ſolid covcring of their Neighbours houſes; - ; 
for ſuch is the prudent Adveftiſement. of a SpanifoProe.. 


verb ,. El que biceps teiaaas: de widro ao.tire piedra , al ds 


Is, VESING. : 


Again, They have not carricd themlelves.afrer the 


manner of Chriſtian; Charity cowards me, nor accore. - 


ding to-the, duty .of their , own. Conſcience ; for.that 
wauld have required, that they ſhould. firſt have (ſpo- 
ken co me, with a deſire to have received fatisfa@ion; 


beiore they had pnbliſhed any thing- againſt me , ar 
* Jeaſt ,, wichout proof, to- my..prejudices Secondly ,_. 


haye. been wncharitable ito; themſclves, in that 


They have, by their courſe of [proceedings againſt, me, 


taught others a facil way and weehod of mijuuing them- 


1; for, a5 Ordinats Charitas inciptt 5 ſeipſa; To doth/!: / 
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uhchatitabletcſs' many times-end in 1t-felft and theſe 
Ladics, may be- affured ,. char 25 Tyra-had not Jong res 
joyced. at the milcry of lernſilemy'when the lame mis 
lcry. came. upon her ſelf, So tins "injury which they 
have done to me, if ic: be: not putiſh'e in them, it 
wil, as well by: example as merit; bring on them 
the . like afflition, which hicherro' T -haye fo ſadly 
born , hereof I know chey wilt becotne- (enſible heres 
after (though theic .Conſcicnce be now-ſ{ealed up with 
flumber aad obduration ) when! the eye of their reas 
{on (now dimm'd wich foggy miſts, _ from their 
tumuluous and fie:y paſſions ,- ſhall behold” my# clears 
ed ianocency cloathcd with the - brightnets of 4 greats 
er-glory (toc true metal will prove the byight: g- tor 
rubbing) thenwill they wiſh chat they h1d beenchecke 
by che 1cias .of a ſober and; religions- rcſtr-int z, for as- 
to haye kept--within the | bounds of -/Ftuth , and rhag 
they had followed a lefs paſkunate},” and. more reaſons' 
able courſe ' ag-inſt- me ; tor ; wirhout- peradventure} 


when they ſhall 'be | returned tor their! more Tertled | 


thoughts, they will be -of anorher mind; and heartily 
dcfire that they had never endeavoured , ont of unde. 
ſerved malice, cither ro:mu'fl2. up rhe + face of” Truth 
ja:the obſcurity of a. black Bagz” or co fit” things co 


their malicious deſires ,- and deſtructive” deſigns, *by 


turning truch: jato. lics , as hirhectd they have- done 
wish 4 too bace-faced confidence; having eaſt off froth: 


their frone che comely veil of date modeſty; for ſuck”: 
hath. been. their Eartiage hitherto rowards' me; thatif - * 


I ould . have, xeprefenced in my: aftions- and+ deport» 

quent the alee parties of Conitnes orga 
{ gl ns 7 wy. 
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es; or ſhould-E have lived in as firi®-4 regulariry a- 


@ Cothuſien , or could my courſe of-life-and converlas, 
tion have en'iculed me ro a Rubrick in the © Kalendar \ 


or. juſtificd- the, painting of me with raycs, yet they 


would have figured. no beter - thoughts of me, then 
hey ought to have of themſelves, they would have 
;enſured me as extremely vicious ; tor dcfizxion trom, 
xd d.fi nilitude co. virtue, are the ficrceſt cenfurers of 
the virtuous, and will draw all cheir ations into the 
worlt interpretations. :It hath - bcen faid, I know not 


how cruly , of the Belgick lnquiſitours, that they did 


:onfels,, when chey mer with any of the Ancients, 
ſpeaking otherwiſe. then the Church, 2uovy Commens« 
fo, thay ulcd any, ſhift ro remedy ir ; arid although 
thelc-Ladies want ingenuity to confeſs the figments and 
preyatications which. they haye: uſed co make me fcenm 


. Otherwiſe in my ,words and aRions, then eruch can 


warrant them co. report of me; yet, thahks be to God, 
I am happy in- this, that he hath placed me in the 


. Noble City of Deblis , 1ahabired by very many prus 


dent and -truly Noble Perſons of both ſexes, who 


| Have obſerved my deportment, and are nor unacquaint- 


ed with the Maskarics theſe Ladies have uſed againſt 
ane in-their late Farie-like Scenes , wherein they would 
have repreſented me to the cye of the World , inthe 
falſe dreſs of cheir-malicious impoſicions. It hath beet 


' Jong fince ſaid of Stagerplayers, that they are ma 
- dimes bigh in he Tar bn woe 11 reputation, T wo 4 


\Adrices, perhaps in their firſt Scenes, found ſome 
p cage amongſt chemſclyces, bur” the World knows 


have not mended theig own reputations , by /N- 
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deavoufing to deſtroy: mine ; and it now appears its 


great viſibility "to every underſtanding. perſon 5- that 


though*they have wounded their *own conſciences ta'- 
ſtain my reputation, their wotinds will not be ſo ſoon 


cured ; as my reputation” cleared» Wherefore I do ſa. 
much pity then, as that T defire they may eſcape the 
Satyrical Whip of Poers and Lampoons, and thatthey 
may be freed from. the Strapadoes of an evil Conſcre 
ence , by uſing the duc remedies preſcribed by the Cas 
fuiſts , which are RetraQarion,, Compenſation, and « 
lowly penitent degeRtion of mind before God, which 
if they forbcar ro perform , they will not onely reg« 
der themſelves hereafter hateful co . their. . own imagie 
nations , bur alfo lyable- to be caſt headlong to the 
loweſt and moſt painful rormentory of hell , which I 
pray G2d to prevent in his mercy , by giving chem 2 
fight and true ſcale of their fins, and thereby t6 pur 
a {ca{Mable ftoprro the fury "of their malicious pras 
ccedings againſt-me ; tor if their own- awakened. pru- 
dence cannot” bring- them 'to thele ſentiments, yer T 
an} well effured* it 15 poſſible, that the” Omnipotene 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, who made the Sub, that 
mighty Creature, the Prince of all rhe Lights in 
Heaven, to Rop and ftand ſtill in the rapid Career of 
irs greateſt velocity, can in an inſtant protubit ' cheir 


exuſleſs proſecution againſt me, or render it vain, and * 
of no cffe&t , and that the ſame God , who made the 


imperucus "Current of the raging. Sea to recoil ,; and 


the mercileſs Azme of devouring fire eo. become a ſofft-# 
xefreſhing air, can ſo cemper 'rhe rage'of theſe tumuls,; 
wuous Ladies z' a5 to make them immediately pull "1," 
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-$heir horts 340d: blunt their tings; otherwiſc;-et le 
þ 5 -orp fiamoral foals ſhall yn ny by _ 
'" Þcath ro diflodge from their. tortering tabernacles of 

cold cly ,: and. ſhall begin to enter into rhe diſputed 

\Confines of Eternity, then -will chey wiſh that they 

Had been as free from injuring me: by their Calumny, 
as I am innocent-of the marters they falſly/lay co my 
. Charge. WU | 
L bal not at this time ſay-much- more to theſe La?_ 
dics , I hall rherefore. diſmiſs them with a few Obſer- 
- vations. 
:T muſt confeſs, that thongh-they have all-been cul. 
.pable yer Ido nor. think that they have been equal- 
E rac! to mc, notwithſtanding which ,' I {ball fay ; 
; that eyery one of them hath been too: cruel 5 for: it is 
—_— that the moſt” tame of :Tygers- is a cruel 
; DCAIts 
-*_ _ Secondly ,'I obſerve, that-thoſe: Lidies who: were 
interwoven. in the Contexture of fo ſtrong at FaRion 
againſt me, are not the onely perſons who have ins 
jured me; for they who: have - excited them to detras 
Aion ace nar Without fin, nay perhaps more guilty; 
for Xeleiac the Caſuiſt ſaith , Theſe do not onely of- 
fend, as the DetraQtour, dar detrations ; but allo 
are unto others cauſa #etrahendi. Nay., the Detractour 
is. bat the Authour of his own fin , bur theſe are Au- 
thouts-of chcir own and others: for which-cauſe , ſay» 
£th another Caſuiſt , Texetur.ed re/titutionew, niſi Dee 
actor pſec refitndt. K « 
**” Thirdly ., \Whoſoever - hath delighted * himſelf is 


Uhegzing detraQions,, though,, as the Caſviſts. {ay , he 
= 9 - 4 4 4 doth 
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fothnor offend contra juititiaw , becauſe he is not of fea 

cagſa damni.; yer. he offends againſt charity , for thit' he 
rakes plealure mals Proxiny, which cannoritand with cha 
rity, 

Fourthly, Superiours in Government, who do not cors 
ret Detractors, do not onely {tn againſt charity , but alſa 
againſt juſtice, Cum 0h/zeatione refituendi [3 ſubditys. , now 
reftituat. fo ſay LeſSins Reginaldus, and Molina. Row 

Fitthly,-Parcnts, Husbands, and Maſters , who have {i- 

lently heard their Children, Wives , or Servants detra& 
from any one, though withoyt dcleRation, arc guilty of a 
moral incirationto detraction.; for, 27 #acet, comſentire 
widetar: and Fernandes gives two reaſons for this Obſeryas 
tion, Tum quia 10s impedis malums Proxim! , mum quia now 
Fendat errantem. 

Sixthly, They -who have defarned any one by detrafti. 
$1, arc bound to reſticution , not onely where the party 
kad a politive good fame, 5. e. bewe audiebat, and therefore 
did ſuffer the loſs bei cefants ; but alſo where the party 
had but a negative good name, i. e. 192 male anarchas ,, and 
thercfore ſuffers an immergent loſs , by pofitive infamy 
brought upon kim.; bur clpecially in the former. caſe, 
vhercin I have been ſo highly injured: 

Seventhly , Reſticution is not always made accordiag 
tothe quality of the offence betore. God, bur progortipay 
able to the infamy ailing, therefrom,; and therefore tis 
who divulgetk a true crime to che defamation of his ncjigh« 
bour, ſhall make equal reſticution. wjth him who. objeRted 
or impoſed a falſe ons ; wherefore Fernandes ſaith. , As 

nalitas reflitytiogis POW DTHNT ox aquatliare cnlpe, ſed ox; aqu; 
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het QOTUS 4 nc * DIUIIL CNET NE 3 ot! wit, -et [ 
; When their immortal hall uy EN 
D th to diflodge from their--tottering tabernacles of 
/cold cly ,: and. ſhall begin ro enter into the diſputed 
*Conknes of Eternity, then -will_chey wiſh that they 
ad been as free from injuring me: by their Calumny, 
: 85 T am inqocent-of the. marters they falſly lay to my 


C ge. AKT 
*L-{hall not at this time Gay-much-more to theſe La? _ 


dies ; I hall zherefore. diſmiſs them with a few Obler- 
« Vations. 

{I myſt confeſs, that thongh-they have all-been cul- 
pable.gyct 1-do nor. think that they have been equal- 
hf cn to mc, noewithſtanding awhich, ' I ball fay ; 
; that-eyery one. of them. hath been too: cruel 5 for: it is 


obſerved, that the moſt” came. of iT ygers - is a-cruel 


; bcaft, 
-* "Sccondly.,-I obſerve, that-thoſe:Lidies who were 

-fnterwoven . in the Contexture of fo fixong a+ FaRion 
2inſt mc, -are not the. oncely perſons - who -have ins 
ed me; for. they -o have - excited: them -to detras 
ion acc nat without ſin, nay perhaps more guilt 
or Mebeias the, Caluiſt ſaich Theſe Jo not —_ of 

[, as the Detraftour, victs detratiouks ; but allo 
are _uſito. others cauſa 'detrahendi. Nay, the Derractour 
3s bat the Authour of his own.fio , bur theſe are Au» 
thouts-of cheir own and ochers: for which-cauſe , ſays 
eth another Caluiſt ; Texctur.ed re/ii1utiomem., -niſi Ds 
Water ibſe- refitnet. T \ 4a 
licdly ., \Whofoever | hath delighted * himſelf ip 
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(25) 
fothnot offend captra ju7titiow , becaulc he is not of fege 
eagſa damnt.; yer. he offends againſt charity ,. for: thit! hg 
rakes plealure melp Proxiny, which cannot ſtand with chas 
rity, 

Fourthly, Superiqurs in Government, who do not cors 
re& Detractors, do not onely {tn againſt charity , but alſs 
againſt juſtice, Cum O{l/igatione refitnenidi [3 ſubdityr. , now 
reftituat. (o ſay Leſoine Reginalans, and Molina. 5 

Fitthly, Parents, Husbands, and Maſters , whq haye i, 
lently heard their Children, Wives , or Scrvatits detraQg 
from any one, though withoyrt deleRation, arc guilty of a 
moral incicationto detraction.; for, ,2#1 acer, comſentirg 
widetar: and Fernandes gives wwo reaſons for this Obſervas 
tion, Twm quis nom impefit mature Proximm , tum; quia nou 

wuendai err4n{em. 

Sixthly, They -who have defarned any one by detrafti. 
$1, arc bourd to reſticution , not onely where the party 
had a politive good fame, 5. e. beye avdicbat, and therefore 
did ſuffer the loſs Sexi cefanjs ; but allo where the party 
had but a negative good name, #. e. nov male anerches ,. ad 
therefore ſuffers an immergent lols , by poficive 1nfamy 
broughc upon _him.; bur clpecially in the former. caſe, 
whercin I have been ſo highly injured 

Seventhly , Reſticuriqn is not always made accordiag 
tothe qualiry of the offence betore. God, bit proportigny 
able ro the infamy arjling, therefrom; "and rherefore ti 
who divulgeth a true crime to the defimarion of his 'ncjigh- 
bour, ſhall make equal.reſticurion, wjth him who.objeRted 
or impoſed a falſc ons; whsrcfare Fernandats (aith., As 
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(C26) I 
Righthly, Though Te/et be of opinion ; That where #3 


good fame is not to be reſtored Ju. proprio gevere by retra- 
Ration, itis not t9 be reſtored by way of another coma 


penſation : and though he enforcerh his opinion from this. 


conſideration, Thar as life, fo agood fam? is nor previo a/ti- 


wabjly ,, and therefore cannotbe proportioned to any ctis, 


mation; .I (hall hold che oppolice opinion , maintained by 
the Argelical and{ubtil DaGors Thawas Aqninu , and 
Scotus Thow. q. 321. 47-2:.Scot.in 4. 4. 15.94. 15 alſo 
by Sets 4.4.6. 443. who lay , That though lite as well 
as agood fame do cntitatively and cffentizlly exceed any 
price, yet in reſpeeo sheeſtimation of men, they may-be 
reduced to acerrain value: -and I hive read, chat it isheld 
to be the common opinion of School-Divines , thar q74»« 
do debitum compenſari nequit, ad aquiliteters ineoem ener 
+ KATIE) eft in alic,, quoad fieri pate} compenſanas, 

- Famatraid that I have held the Courtecons Reader tog 
long inthe —_ rexms of: Calaiſtical and Schools Divis 
ity; yer becaulc ir is neceſſuty to cre, my Adverlaries, 
not onely by a prick ofrepreheafion , but alſo by ſtirring 
up theic. Conlciences by ſome pungent incizativns to re- 
pcatanceand faristaQion, I hope to be excuſed , and che 
rather, for that I ſhall lead the Readers patience by a mor 
eafic and ſhort way to a Conclufion, having bur.one Con, 
fideration more to ſubjayn, which is this, 

If the private diſlike of ſo many Ladies , fomented by 
envy, after ſo many (pies ſet on my behaviour, and (o vi- 
porous an inquifition had agaiaſt me, and having 1 voraci4 
ous will rodeſtroy my Credit, cannor find any evidence 
toconvince me of any thing ſcandalous, itis no flight Are 
gent of my Innoccncy, It all cheir. endeavours againſt 
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me met together ; as the beams of the Sf z ON a biirning 
glaſs cannot kindle a fire to my deſtruQion, their moſt tres 
quent attempts proving as the Rayes under the-meridian 
which cannot produce a flame by reflection on a burnings 
glaſs » . for want of ſolid matter to work on, I hope the 

eader will free me from all Attachments ot buſie ſuſpi- 
tion forthe fature, and that no man will own a neceſſity of 
believing ſuggeſtions upon the: reputation of their accu-= 
ſing me hereafter, for the reputation of ſuch people as are 
tound falſe acculers, or like an 7rifh pairot Tongs , which 
?row ſhorter in the ule: 

I ſhall conclude with a ſtedfaſt Declaration of a well- 
grounded hope , which is, that all Perſons of Quality of 
both ſexes inthis City, which is the Metropolis of Loy*« 
alty as well as preheminency, will compaſſionate my injus« 
red innocency , hitherto groaning-under the infolency of 
ſhe-cruelty and- oppreſſion, trampled upon, as it wee, ta 
duſt, by the barbarous feet of pride and unwomanly inful- 
tations; butthar which begers in-me my moſt ſecure cone 


 fidencc, is that of 79h, Behold wow , my Witneſs is in heaven, * 


anda my record 15.0 hizh, whcreunto appealeth 


Frances Plunkett: 
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